Whistles in the Woods
________________________________________________________________________

Published by Adirondack Live Steamers

OPERATING 6500 FEET OF TRACK IN THE FOOTHILLS OF THE ADIRONDACKS

7 ¼” GAUGE      1 ½” SCALE

OPERATING GAUGE 1 TRACKAGE FOR STEAM AND ELECTRIC

SAFETY FIRST




                                JUNE 2011

SPRING MEET 

Chuck Currey

     Another wet Spring Meet is history, but all things considered, we had a good time.  Many old friends and families got to be together, and while we had rain on several days, it was not a washout as it was last year.  Cochairman Mark Landgraf and I have many people to thank for their work over the weekend.

     Pictured is Ed Eggleston who, although he moves around with some physical difficulty, was present at Registration rain or shine Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.  When others failed to show up to help, Ed was there.  Thanks Ed!

     Helping Mark with the breakfast grill were Steve Ianno, Mike Petrillose and Lance Sherman.  Norah Singer frequently took care of the cash register and helped in the kitchen.  

     Bill Eckert and several others took care of the lift, while Nancy Eckert cleaned the bathrooms and carried the trash  away.    Bill  Critchlow  and  Dave 

Olson   strung   signal   wire,  while  Ken

Nelson helped them when he wasn’t giving rides to visitors.
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Ed Eggleston at Registration

     Dave and Nancy French, along with the Petrillose family all helped in the kitchen, while Penny Landgraf and Bobbie Nelson took care of the Emporium.

     (Continued on page 7)  

         See Spring Meet

* * * * *

Next Membership Meeting: Saturday, July 9, 10:00 AM

Clubhouse

Deadline for August Whistles in the Woods: Saturday, July 16

Other Important Dates:  See Last Page 

Page 2















     Hi Everybody,

     Well our Spring Meet was a little wet but we who came had a good time!  Yes, it was a smaller crowd than we use to have, but then those that came actually got to have more “track time.”  So there is a good side to having a smaller group.  The report of the profit will be at our next regular Membership Meeting.

     Next on the docket is Family Day on July 10th.  This is a time to come and relax with fellow members and enjoy our club without having to work or worry about taking care of visitors.  This is the family picnic so come and relax!

     There is a REGULAR Membership Meeting on July 9th.  This is where your club concerns are aired and we decide things.  I don’t want to hear from you if you don’t make meetings or don’t write something down.  If you miss a Membership Meeting, you don’t get to vote on things, the club will be run by those who show up!  We currently have over 60 Regular members and over 60 Associate members which means that we should have 20 to 30 people show up for meetings.  Have you called a fellow member about the next meeting?    

     On July 16th we are having our first Prototype Operation Day of the season.  Last year, even though there were only a few of us, we still had a lot of fun!  It would be even better if more show up.  It has been worked out so that people do not have to sit around waiting to run a train.  Instead of Wilton being our starting area, we have moved it to Pearson Yard.  There we can turn a whole passenger train around from eastbound to westbound.  So if you haven’t tried it for a while, please come on out and try it again.  Some of you may have done operation in HO model trains, and this is even more fun since you get to actually ride on the train.  You don’t need to know a lot about running trains; you will learn as you go, and have fun doing it.

     That about sums it up.  I’ll see you at the club.

Skip, 

President
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Columnists: Skip Densing and Rich Dean
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WEB PAGE

Webmaster: Bill Eckert

     Phone: (802) 226-7618

      E-Mail: bill@adirondacklivesteamers.org
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MEMBERSHIP

Anyone interested in joining the ADIRONDACK LIVE STEAMERS should contact Membership Secretary Rich Dean.

      Phone: (518) 656-9091

    E-Mail: deanelect@roadrunner.com
FAMILY DAY I

Ken Nelson

     It is time to plan now to get our “family” together for a picnic, featuring great food, great fun, and lots of trains.  Yes, the first of our two annual Family Days is just around the corner on Sunday, July 10.  

     The club will provide hot dogs, hamburgers, condiments, plates, plastic ware and napkins.  Each family is asked to bring a covered dish such as a salad, dessert, chips and dip, or other such dish for the sharing table.  Members may bring their own beverage or purchase cold soda or ice tea from the club.  Alcoholic beverages are discouraged.

     If you have a locomotive and/or train, plan to run it for us during the day.  Our Gauge One members may also have something to show.

     Come for the whole day or any part of it.  Food is put on the grill around noon and is available throughout the day.  The sharing table is added to as people arrive.

     Please do not invite neighbors, friends, or people with which you work.  This is a day for members and their families.  Please do remember to bring your nametag if you have one.  Otherwise, the club will provide paper nametags.  Rides will be available throughout the day.

     There are a lot of great people in our family, so plan now to attend this one, or the second one on August 7.  Better yet, why not come to both?

     Let’s get to know each other better and enjoy this great hobby as a group.  Summer if fun in the Adirondacks.
***
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A Brief Summary of the Highlights of the June Meeting

Following the Pledge to the Flag, President Skip Densing called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

Because this was not an official Business Meeting, no minutes were read, and no treasurer’s report was presented.

Skip reminded all present that the coffee maker must be turned off every day.  Whoever is the last person to leave the club property, must check to see that the coffee maker is unplugged.  Leaving it on can cause a fire, and on several occasions, it has been found plugged in and working with no water in it.  Whether or not you drink coffee, please check it to make sure that no one has left it plugged in and running.  Unplug it!
More help is needed for the Meets.  Chairperson Chuck Currey indicated that very few members called him to offer help, and that the same few people were doing everything.

Ken Nelson offered to put the signs out by the road for the Meet.

In the absence of Membership Chairman Rich Dean, it was suggested that any membership money turned in during the Spring Meet be given to Vice President Charlie Pellock.  He offered to keep track of new members names, etc..

Everyone was reminded that all trains must have some kind of connector between cars.  The couplers are not enough on our hills.  Chains or parachute cord connectors must be used.  We have had runaway cars come back down Cemetery Hill and cause problems.  Please spread the word.

One or two turnouts need repair, and because of this, among other items, it was decided not to run “Eastbound” on Friday of the Spring Meet.

Due to the fact that several people have lost paper nametags in the past, it was decided that card stock nametags on string over the head would be tried for this Meet.  (These are used as substitutes when members and guests forget their own nametags.) For best results, the name must be written on both sides.  (We really would like to know who you are.)

The Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM.
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Ted Wilming and Ken Nelson

     Many of you will remember the unfortunate accident experienced in South Carolina just a few months ago.  We all want to work daily on safety, and prevent anything like that happening to any of us.  And “us” means not just ALS, but all of the many live steam model and hobby clubs.  While the responsibility for this work rests on all of us, in many ways it begins with the engineer.  Everyone who owns or operates any kind of steam, diesel, or electric locomotive or speeder eventually becomes the “engineer.”

     As the “engineer,” YOU are responsible for the “safe” operation of your train.  This includes your speed, observation of what is ahead, protecting your train if you must stop on the mainline, working well with your conductor or flagman, listening as well as watching for potential problems, knowing the railroad on which you are operating, and a host of other important items.

     At ALS, the maximum speed at which you may run is 5 miles per hour; this translates to 12 seconds between mileposts.  Most experienced engineers can “feel” 5 mph, but it is good to check your watch every now and then to make sure you are feeling what you felt last week, last month, or last year.  This maximum speed drops to 2 miles per hour in Yard Limits, over facing point switches, on all bridges, through tunnels, and wherever “slow” signs are displayed.  Two miles per hour translates to 30 seconds between mileposts.  Here is an opportunity to rate yourself.  Most engineers do pretty well with the 5 mph limit, but many have been observed forgetting to slow for facing point switches, as well as the other items mentioned above.

     We hope to have working signals at ALS in the very near future, but even with signals, the engineer must look ahead to check for other trains, open switches, or other things that might interfere with the travel of your train.

     Stopping on the main requires that you protect your train from following trains that may not be looking for you.  We require 50 feet between moving trains, but when a steam engineer is concerned with his fire, he may take his eye off of you.  Protect yourself; have a flagman with you who is willing to go back and stop following trains.

     A severe downgrade can speed up your train in a hurry.  Know the mainline on which you are operating before taking a train or, more importantly, a group of passengers with you.  You can “lose it” in a hurry.

     Unsafe operation could leave you liable for injuries.  The Train Inspector and Engineer in the South Carolina Park accident that lead to the death of a 6-year-old boy, were both charged with manslaughter. 

     Don’t let this be you.  This hobby is a lot of fun, but only if we participate safely.




***
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DONNA RHODES DIES

     It is with the deepest regret that we announce the death of the wife of one of our charter members.

     Donna Rhodes of Saratoga Springs passed away peacefully on June 7, 2011 at Saratoga Hospital after a courageous battle with cancer.  She was the wife of ALS member Tom Rhodes.

     Donna, a lifelong resident of Saratoga Springs, was awarded a business degree at Spencer Business Institute in 1968, and was employed by the Saratoga Springs City School District, Cudney’s Cleaners, Raymour & Flannigan Furniture, and most recently by Precision Health in Malta.  In addition, she operated her own window treatment business.  Her hobbies included gardening, cooking, knitting, and dancing.

     In memory of Donna, donations may be made to the American Cancer Society, 260 Osborne Road, Loudonville, NY 12211.

     ALS expresses its deepest sympathy to the family.



***

* * * * *

PROTOTYPE OPERATION DAY I

Ken Nelson

     Another time for fun is just ahead.  Our first Prototype Operation Day of the season at ALS is set for Saturday, July 16.

     Many of our members and friends have not tried this, and some are afraid that they just don’t know enough about prototype operation to be able to take part.  Please reconsider!  You don’t have to know anything about how a real railroad works; you will pick it up as you go.  We don’t send out a whole train of beginners by themselves.  You will most likely have an engineer and/or conductor with you who have done this before, and you will have the opportunity to have a great time.  But only if you come out and participate!

     Pearson Yard becomes the center of operation, so to speak.  There a group of cars will be assigned to your train.  Every car has a 3x5 card that tells where it is headed.  The conductor will be given a map telling where each “industry” is located on the railroad, and when your train is ready to go, the dispatcher will give you permission to leave the yard.  As your train travels along the tracks, you will drop off some of your cars and pick up others.  When you get back to Pearson, having traveled the entire railroad, you will turn your engine on the wye, and go back the opposite direction with a different train.  On the trip, you may have to pull into sidings along the way to clear for a train coming the opposite direction.  The dispatcher will take care of that.

     We will plan to have freight trains, a passenger train, and a yardmaster working Pierson Yard.  The more people we have show up, the more fun everyone has.

     You may want to bring your lunch, or you can take the chance that someone will be cooking.  If you have an intercom, bring it along; if you don’t have one, the club will loan you one.

     Let’s hope for great weather and a good turnout.  Here is a chance to see your railroad in a completely different way.




***
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Spring Meet (Continued from page 1)

Charlie Pellock cut the grass in the field in order to clear the area for guest parking, and he and Treasurer Ben Maggi kept the cash flow running smoothly.

     Ray Dwyer and Ted Wilming kept us well supplied with food and paper goods.  Harold Grimm and Joe Kavanagh, along with many others, helped where they could.  Bob Mansfield and Lance Sherman, along with Lance’s sons Brett and Chad took care of the Gauge One Layout.

     We were delighted to welcome guests from the Glens Falls G Gaugers.  They visited us on Saturday, and seemed to have a good time through the clouds taking rides, and enjoying the Gauge One railroad.

     Our Friday night dinner was provided by Pete Petrillose along with the help of many of his family.  Several people exclaimed that they had not had pieces of chicken that big in a long time.  Thanks Pete; we can always depend on you.

     Saturday night’s dinner was roast beef, and was cooked by John Dwyer.  Everyone seemed to enjoy it.  We also want to thank many of our usual group who helped in the kitchen with serving, salad, and ticket taking.

     If we missed your name, please forgive us.  We do appreciate the assistance of everyone who pitched in and helped to make our Meet a success.

     Although night running was cut way down by the rain, running between the drops and fighting the clouds was the order of the day, and those present filled the weekend with many rides.  There were no major derailments.

     In short, attendance was down from last spring, but according to those who commented, the track was in better condition and there was very little “wait time” to get out onto the main.

     We do all of this again for the Fall Meet during the weekend of September 8-11.  We hope that you can join us then, and perhaps offer to help with some of the work that needs doing.

***

* * * * *

THIS WEB SITE MAY INTEREST YOU

Ken Nelson

     Have you ever thought about building a Union Pacific Challenger, Big Boy, or any other large steam locomotive?  How about a Chesapeake and Ohio Allegheny?  Of course you don’t need to build something quite so large.  There are many rather famous locomotives of a much smaller, more manageable size, which might also fit on our turntable.

     Dreaming can be a fun way to enjoy our hobby, and if all you are doing is dreaming, it need not cost you anything.

     The web site:

www.livesteamlocomotives.com
offers drawings, photos, and general information on building many steam locomotives from various railroads throughout the United States.  They are offered by Roger Goldmann, whose information is offered on the web site.

     Perhaps you will be the next person to demonstrate your new locomotive at ALS.  Or perhaps you would just like to dream a bit.  Have fun.

***

Adirondack Live Steamers

c/o Peter Petrillose

41 Goode Street

Burnt Hills, NY 12027
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Family Day 

Prototype Operation Day 

Time for Fun
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July 9 – Membership Meeting 10 AM


July 10 – Family Day I


July 16 – Proto Op Day I


August 7 – Family Day II


August 13 – Membership Meeting 10 AM


August 20 – Proto Op Day II








